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Mr. Bran Aircraft Board Head.
' John D. Ryan at tlie head of the
Advisory Aircraft Board may not be
for our ships of the air all that
Ciiabi.es 31. ScinvAn In his post can
be for our ships of the sea. Schwab
knows all about building ships. Per
Imps Ryan doesn't know anything at
all about airplanes. But, to speak In
the bigger sense, who among us does?

,Ryan may not know anything about
motors, may not know anything about
machinery. Nevertheless, it must be
the uniform opinion of all those who
'have followed the career of Mr. Ryan
that he Is one of our most successful
administrators of big affairs, possesses
all the qualities of triumphant leader-
ship of men, knows how to get things
done and to get them done right

With his gifts of leadership and
achievement Mr. Ryan ought to be
able to command the cooperation of
the man or the men best fitted to de-

sign and work out motors, planes and
other equipment of air fighters. He
ought to be able to get out of those
men the very best that Is In them.
He ought to be able to place at their
disposal all the material and alt the
labor they need for quick results and
sure results. These are the very
fruits of administrative genius and
superlative leadership.

Getting things done has been, with
few exceptions, the cardinal weakness
of The national Administration Inr this war. Great policies have been

iconceived, great programmes have
been adopted, but In only rare In-

stances have the men been put on the
Job who could carry out such under-
takings. One of the most heartening
signs of the day Is the obvious awak-
ening of President Wilson to the
truth that the bst thought out plan
in creation isn't worth a rap. in prac

tical effect, until it is executed. For
lti whole year we had 'many fine prin
ciples and big plans without execu-
tion. Now, with n Schwab on the job
of getting us ships built and with a
Ryan on the job of getting us air
planes built, each In his own way, we
xeem to have entered the era of deliv-
ering the goods.

n This is the best thing that has hnp
penea yet in our war programme
ngalnst the Prussian fighting machine
pt marvellous results.

The Polygamy Propaganda In Ger
many.

The revival of polygamy In Ger
many Is seriously advocated by an
Influential scientific Journal published
la that country known as the al

Monthly Review. In
an Important article on the subject
of marriage nftcr the war this publl
cation insists that tho only way to
overcome the shortage of German
fathers Is to ullow every German to
marry as many women as he can
i.'are for, nnd that this proposition de--1

jnnmls early consideration on the part
of the Imperial Govcnment. "Ger
many," we are told, "has lost'n con-

siderable portion of Its noblest racial
blood. This Is it patriotic Idea. A
decent form would have to be found
for this kind of polygamy, which Is
the only wny to combat the reduction
Hf tho birth rote."

Has religion perished oft the face
of the earth In Germany? When the
Hdvancemcnt of woman Is making
headway everywhere else, can It be
possible that woman's degradation, In
the form of polygumy, Is to become
it fundamental policy of the German
Empire? Are the Roman Cuthollcs of
Germany Indifferent to such an as
tounding proposition as that which
we have mentioned? Are the Ger
man Protestants blind and the Teu
tonic Hebrews deaf? Has German
materlnllsm run mad In order to pro
mote tho propagation of man on a
larger scale than is practicable with
monogamlc marriage?

The religious considerations against
the restoration of polygamy are con
elusive; but apart from religion, the
experience of mnnklnd has demon,
strnted the superiority of monogamy.
I.eckv, the Irish historian, in his
famous chapter on the position of
women In his "History of European
Morals," found "ample grounds for
maintaining that the lifelong union
of ono man and of one woman should
be tho normal or dominant type of
Intercourse between' the sexes. We
pun prove," he said, "that It Is on the

I, .

whole most conducive to the happi-
ness and also to the moral etcvatlon
of all parlies." ' '

The proposed return to polygamy
In Germany therefore finds no more
sanction In morals than It does In re-

ligion. It Is a monstrous project, too
monstrous to warrant serious discus-
sion If It were put forward anywhere
else but In Prussia. Since the out-

break of the present war, however,
It may not safely bo asserted that
any measure Is too shocking for adop-

tion by Prussian leaders.
There Is one place where great In-

terest should be aroused by this po-

lygamy propaganda In Germany. That
Is tho palace of the Vatican In Rome.

It Germany Blek of Oaa?
Tho Prussian Minister of War,

General von Stein, Informed the main
committee of the Reichstag that his
gallant chemists are now manufactur-
ing an Invisible gas; "the enemy has
not caught up to us." He boasted also
that It was the Germans who origi-

nated the employment of carbonic ox-

ide gas In the war, "nnd the enemy
soon followed." He wished the Reichs
tag to understand, however, that,
thanks to the German masks, the en-

emy gas attacks In the present battle
amounted to but little. He closed
his dissertation on gas with a peculiar
statement:

"No country will agre to renounce
the use of gas. It Is therefore necessary
for our experts to labor continuously to
keep us ahead."

Even tho members of the Reichstag
must have smiled at the first sentence
here quoted. The use of gas was pro-

hibited by The Hague convention of
1800, Germany signing and ratifying
the agreement; and it was believed
until the spring of 1015 that no civi-
lized nation bound by that agreement
would use gas or any other form of
poison In warfare. We may even
believe that Germany had qualms
the last wriggling of a moribund co-
nscienceabout using gas In battle,
for It was not until after Its bitter
rebuffs at the second battle of Ypres
that the German Generals called for
the foul products of the home labora-
tories. From that hour on, and that
wns three years and a day before
Von Stein's remarkable statement, the
Prussian has used poison gas and he
has never denied that he took the
heinous Initiative. The Allies have
used It, and properly so. In reprisal.

What Is the significance of the War
Minister's statement that "no country
will agree to renounce the use of gas."
Have there been murmurlngs Inside
Germany from the relatives of sol-

diers with burned lungs? Or has
news come to Germany through Its
acute spy system that some chemist
in one of the allied countries has
worked out a gas far more deadly
than the Germans have been able to
make? Is Von Stein angling for an
lnvltntlon from some humane neutral
to Join In the restoration of the old
rules of war, now that Germany has
been bitten with her own teeth?

General Von Stein Is literally right,
after all, but not in quite the way he
means. No allied country is likely to
quit the use of gas, for the reason
that If the Prussian warriors swore
to renounce the barbarity the Allies
would know that they did not mean to
keep their word.

The Sourdough BebeUlon.
The Importance of the Insurrection

In Alaska, news of which has just
reached us from the Provost Marshal
General's office in Washington, Is not
to be underestimated.

The facts are simple. On the en
nctment of the selective draft law the
registration of men liable to military
service was carried out In our north-
ernmost territory as It was elsewhere.
In all 9,000 Alaskans enrolled.

Following this, tho Provost Mar
shal General, bearing the name of
Cbowdeii, examined the mnp of Alas
ka, studied the census returns, and,
after deliberation, decided that on
account of the Inaccessibility of many
of the settlements In tho Territory
the draft should not be applied to
the American residents therein estab-
lished, and that to them should be
denied the privilege of joining their
brothers In the national armies.

This decision, autocratic and Inde
fensible, was made known to the law
abiding people of Alaska forthwith,
and they, with a praiseworthy Insist
ence on their rights as freemen and
citizens, nftcr taking counsel together,
refused to submit to Its terms.

With the same vigor that charac
terized the peace loving Inhabitants
when they foiled the efforts of the
mob to lynch Soapy Smith, the de
fenders of public order banded them-
selves together to conserve their mili-
tary privileges, and notified Cbowdeb
that unless the draft was carried out
In Alaska as It was elsewhere they
would march on Washington, depose
the Provost Marshal General, and es-

tablish In his pi nee n man who would
not disregard their rights.

For Coowdeb It can be said that he
was not Insenslblo of the danger In
which he stood. He visualized an
army of Intrepid eourdoughs, each on
his dog sled, penetrating Washington
State through Its northwestern cor
ner, and progressing diagonally across
tho country to the banks of tho Po-

tomac, collecting funds on their trip
by the Ingenious expedient of Induc
ing tho Innocent natives to bet on the
less capable dog teams. He recog-
nized the simplicity and the Inevita-
ble triumph of the proposed Invasion ;

perhaps he caught a glimpse of the
Inherent Justice of tho contentions
put forward by the Alaskans ; and ho
capitulated as gracefully as the cir-
cumstances allowed.

Consequently, tho full quota of sonr-dough- s

will assemble In Haines, at
Fort William H. Seward, for pre-
liminary instruction, and gobeequcntly

they will be sent to the cantonments
to acquire final polish.

We know what kind of soldiers
they will make. They will submit
chocrfully to discipline, endure hard-
ships uncomplainingly, and acquit
themselves honorably; and Provost
Marshal General Caownn will be
mighty glad they refused to be cheated
out of their rights by the laziness of
the War Department.

Tate Swiss nasi the Han.
Once more Switzerland It In the

"energetic protest" stage of discus-
sion with Germany. The sinking of
the Sardlnero, laden with cereals des-
tined for Geneva by way of Cette and
the short cut route through France,
continues to stir the Swiss people pro-
foundly. There Is developing a mina-
tory attltudo among them with speci-

fications of retaliatory acta Invitingly
open to mobilization In the event of
further brutalities or In default of
Germnn atonement for those already
committed.

Besides being made a base for Teu-

tonic espionage from the beginning of
the war, Switzerland has also become
n storage warehouse for German
goods pending post bellum freedom of
export In addition to that, she has
long been n receiving hospital for
German war wreckage a harbor of
refugo for tens of thousands of Ger
man women and. children, for German
deserters and German slackers, for
alt the wretched human flotsam and
Jetsam cast adrift and starving In the
wnko of the Teutonic war chariots.
All those people she has been feeding
and caring for from her own scant
supplies. Now Kultur has set about
cutting off a large portion of those
supplle at the source.

What are the Swiss going to do
about It? They talk of rounding up
the hordes of unhappy creatures and
turning them loose In Germany again ;

they talk of cutting down the rations
of over 80,000 German children they
are feeding; they talk of doing this
and that and tho other thing which
they know very well their kindly,
humane hearts will never let them
do. As a matter of fact, they will
do nothing. Thy are helpless. So
they go knocking at the Iron gates of
the barbarian headquarters, and there
they stop and must stop, for, like the
Hollanders, over their heads hangs
the ever Imminent brute threat of
Belgium's horrors.

Thus It Is that for the Swiss, like
so many of the smaller nations of the
earth, there Is naught to do save pray
for a speedy coming of the day when
the foul beast shall be slain and a
tortured world delivered from his
ravages.

What Happened at Seleheprey.
It Is announced In Washington that

the Americans killed In the German
attack near Selcheprey on April 20
numbered fewer thnn twelve, and
that the Injured did not exceed a
score.

We trust It is not disloyal to utter
the hope that some day the War
Department may consent to tell tho
country exactly what happened near
Selcheprey.

The Germans say a sanguinary en
counter took place there In which
their troops conducted a successful- -

enterprise, capturing nearly 200 Amer-
icans. They do not minimize their
achievement by accusing their oppo
nents of cowardice, but they do charge
our troops with lack of military skill

The French have complimented our
forces on their behavior, and have
praised n number of Individuals
anions them for their conduct under
lire.

Newspaper correspondents have
been permitted to send to this coun-
try despatches In which the vigor of
the attack nnd the valor of the de
fence have been recounted.

The exploits of Salvation Army
canteen attendants, army surgeons,
stretcher bearers nnd others have
beeen told at length.

Yet nobody In this country knows
from any official announcement that
anything out of the ordinary hap
pened at Selcheprey; and tho reti-
cence that rules In Wellington on
this subject Is Inspiring doubt In the
authenticity of the report that there
were any Americans in that Interest
lug community.

Who Sank the St. Paul?
The steamship St Paul sank at

her pier yesterday, Immediately after
coming out of dry dock, through the
act of an alien enemy or a treason
able American, or because of the
gross carelessness of some responsible
Individual.

Whoever Is responsible should be
punished as severely as the law al
lows. There must bo no tenderness
for the person who perpetrated this
deed, If It was done deliberately, or
for tho negligent officer who took tho
ship to her berth In Improper condl
tlon, If It turns out on Investigation
that this occurred.

If tho St. Paul was damaged by
design, It seems plain that the au
thors of the deed hoped to sink her
In the channel, where sho would
prove n bothersome, If .not dnngerous,
obstruction to navigation. This was
averted only by the fact that she re-

mained afloat until she readied the
wharf ut which she was to have been
tied up.

It Is reported that the ship can be
raised and repaired. We hope so.
Eleven thousand tons of ship aro
needed now. But, regardless of this,
the Individuals guilty of her mishap,
whether they are enemies of tho
United States or merely Incompetents,
must be brought to justice.

The explanation from Washington
concerning the lied Crosa CommUalon
to Palestine and other part of Syria
1 satisfactory and reassuring. It set
forth the fact that this is an expedi

IB at

tion of workers, not merely of Inves
tigators and students of conditions.
Perhaps the first announcements of
the purpose of the elaborate under-
taking did not make quite clear the
extent to which actual practical relief
was to be the function of tho fifty- -
seven member of the commission
under the capable direction of Dr.
John H. Finlet. If relief and not
research work Is the main feature of
the programme, and If the numerous
commissioner are to remain on the
field and on the Job, then disappears
the only reason for criticism, namely,
on the ground of expediency and
economy of war effort.

In German wireless the fol
lowing statement appears; "From pa-
pers found on American aviator who
were shot down It has been proved that
for their own safety many of them
crossed over on hospital ships, certified
aa members of the American ambulance
service In France." Statement of the
BrUUh admiralty.

As hospital ships are favorite game
of German submarines it is difficult to
see how American aviators would con
tribute to their safety by travelling
aboard such vessels. As a matter of
fact, they didn't: the statement Is a
plain German lie, suggested' probably
by the circumstance that numerous
Americana who went to France to
serve la ambulance work subsequently
Joined the fighting forces, wherein
they are not more exposed to tho fury
of the Huns than they had been in
their original occupation, but enjoy tho
privilege of striking back.

Perhaps the War Department would
Imply convey to Philadelphia's politi-

cians the idea that it is a Liberty Bell,
not a License Bell, which It cherishes
In Independence Hall.

At Aehlet la Grande there were two
hospital where, several nights ago,
shell began falling. The orderlies were
killed and the operating theatre was
destroyed. The hospital fell back to
Nulchllllera, only to b bombed there
that night by airmen. From the Brit- -
UK front.

"What hate I not done," asked the
Kaiser despairingly, "to prescrvo the
world from 'these horror7''

One John Dowlwo ha been arrest
ed on complaint of Miaa Anna Zbmck,
Mis Elisabeth Schmaltz and Joseph
VoLuirr, charged with tearing a Brit
ish flag from the Shakespeare statue
In Central Park. It was Mr. Shake- -
sraAKs who asked "What's In a
name?"

St 1 announced that headquarters of
the textile branches of the Quarter-
master's Corps will be moved from
Washington to this city as soon as
possible. Mr. Schwab's first act was
to get the head offices of the ship
construction establishment out of the
national capital. In the Potomac air
considered unhealthful for hustlers?

Not even the name "Liberty cab
bage" could make sauerkraut aesthetic.

We do not yet know the amount of
Indemnity we shall win. The Secretary
of the uerman Imperial Treasury.

It will be as valuable as the hole
in en imaginary pretzel.

If of safety you are fond buy a
Third Loan Liberty bond.

SEE YOUR DRAFT BOARD.

A Man Liable to Conscription Who
Wants to Volanteer.

To the Editor or Th 8un Sir: 1

am Irish and have declared my Inten
tions of becoming an American citizen.
having my first paper. I went to the
Navy Yard to enlist as a seaman, but
they would not take me. I spent three
and a half year In the English Naval
Reserve and three year In merchant
a n ice. I am In this draft and I want
to volunteer where I should be of most
service, and having experience I wanted
to go on a transport or In the merchant
service. I do not want an easy Job,

I alao went to CI Chambers street to
Join the Naval Reserve and they would
not take me as eeaman. I do not think
It Is fair, as I am with this country and
England to win the war. I am not
afraid of th army, but I want to go to
the work I know.

A Constant Rcadbr.
Beqokltn, April 2i.

STOP USING WHEAT.

The Xattonal Honsewlvcs League
Stores for Conservation.

To tub Boitob or Thi Bun Sir; The
following action waa taken at a meeting
of th executive commute of th Na-
tional Houaewive League on April 24 :

Brery ounce of ava.1la.bl wheat I needed
te win th war; be It

Iteeolved, That th loutlv committee
of th National Housewlvea League re-
queue each member of the League through-
out the country to abataln from th u
of wheat until next harveat and to conduct
actlv propaganda on tbl meaur.

JlNNIR DCWIT HlATn.
New Touk, April 25.

Th Brilliant Rainbow Hue of Kentaekiau
Matrlmoay.

JTrae lie CAarlelf CXrcmUl:
Th lovaly and elegant horn of that

crown prince of hospitality, the big hearted
and noble aouled John Wheeler, wee a
radiant acens of enchanting Inrellneii, for
Cupid had brought en of his finest offer-
ings to the court of Hymen; for the lov-

able Miss Alice, the beautiful daughter ot
Mr. Wheeler, and his refined and moat ex-

cellent wife, who I a lady ot rarest charm
and aweeteat grace, dedicated her life'
ministry to Dr. William H. Osgood, the
brilliant and gifted and talented aon of
that ripe sfhcUr and renownededucator,
the learned Professor Osgood, the very
able and successful president of th femal
college.

Ballade ot Bond.
In Hades, Attlla th Hun

Cnused things tc so quit heatedly.
The Manes said: "Th upper aim

la fitting for auch ahadea aa he."
And so serosa th lifeless aea

Old Charon brought Mm to th world.
Whsro armies formed to krp men fre

Ar marching with tlielr Oaga unfurled,

"I will undo what men have done.
With Havoc," aald th Hun In glee,

And where unguarded cities run
On mountain dopes, quit secretly

Bet Are to withered brush and tree;
And on th earth dense amok clouda

curled.
But armlea over Ml! and lea

Ar marching with their flags unfurled.

Because In mountain cltle none
Were tnught to bend tht conquered knee

Aa subjects, th slow fir begun
Darned up and up rlntlealy.

But shouts arose: "The enemy
Shall back to Hades' shades b hurled!"

And armlea fighting tyranny
Are marching with their dags unfurled.

CNVOT,

Reader, Bond ar your banners. 8e
The smoke abnva th cities whirled)

Thn Join thot who, for Liberty
Ax marching with their flags unfurled!

IUtvwxi T. Caowtir.

THAT SAWED OFF SHOTGUN.

It Served So Well Against Stage
Bobbers Tkat General Pershing
Is Using It Against the Hons.
Even y In the Sierra Nevada

whero little mining camp send out
gold dust by stage to be carried from
tho nearest railway station to the Ban
Francisco mint a shotgun messenger
ride with the driver If thero Is a gold
shipment In the box. The barrel of
the gun Is shortened for the sake of
convenience In handling In close, quar-
ters, and Its efficiency for Its particu-
lar work Is not lessened, as it is used
only to qulot a robber who has sud-
denly appeared close by the side of the
treasure stage with the laconic com-
mand, "Throw down tho box!"

The messenger, as he Is called where
he Is known, never guard or gun man,
carries his sun across his knees where
danger seems light, or lightly in his
hands passing through bad spots. His
Job Is to shoot any ono so careless aa
to step out from behind a tree or rock
to tho stdo of the stage, and shoot
before the Intruder gets tho drop.
Mountain folk who want to take a
stage between stations mako them-
selves conspicuous In the middle of
the road before the atago rolls into
sight That Is the safe way.

If a messenger falls to see a robber
before the latter ha him covered the
box Is thrown down usually. There
was ono lnstanco where tho rule was
not followed which old stage driver
In the Sierra Nevadas tell about to-

day. On a stage out from Bodto was
a shipment of bullion consigned to
the Carson mint. The messenger was
alert, his sawed off shotgun lightly
balanced In his hands passing the
danger spots, or resting on his knees
whero the cover seemed to 'be too thin
to conceal a robber by tho sldo of the
road.

On one good stretch the messenger
gripped his nun between his knees
whllo both hands sought in tho pockets
of his heavy coat for the makings. The
unexpected happened; out of a patch
of straggly sage brush two men
leaped, one to the bridle of the off
leader mule, one to the off side 'of the
stage. They had the drop on both
messenger and driver.

"Throw down the box!" commanded
the man nt the foro wheel of tho
stage.

Tho messenger thought one-quart- er

of n second ho was precise In telling
that part of the story and then, with-
out having to invite a bullet by mov-
ing his gun or hand, he pulled the
trigger of tho right barrel. So many
things happened In the remaining
three-quarte- of the first second after
the command that they mako a long
nnd lovely story as ono listens to an
old driver tell it y.

The short of tho story la that the
shot shredded the ears of the leaders,
and generally speaking those mules
did the rest. The six mules boumlrd
nhend, startled and Indignant. Tho
robber ut tho bridle was kicked in
rapid succession by the off leader, off
swing nnd off wheeler, so Ills pistol
aim was not good, nnd the robber at
tho stare wheel was run over by the
rear wheels, and his aim wua not good.
Tho six mules, the driver has sworn
to thK did the next mile in four
minuted fiat, nnd thero waa no time
when moro than two stage wheels
were on the road at the same time.

"it was sure some lucky escape,"
the messenger admitted, "but I never
truly made up with them lead mules.
They never seemed to relish me after
that little pawed off spoke to them.
TourK sort of critters, mules Is,
nny' "

DO AWAY WITH "THE."
A Scheme to Save Paper and Perhaps

Time, bat Not Temper.
To THE EDITOa OF THE Plt.N' Sir; In

these times of saving, acceleration and
substitution, for national as welt aa tor
personal purposes. It would be a good
plan to save time, effort and paper
stock In the writing ot letters, which
kind of writing la done by every one.

As a simple way for any one to In-

crease his or her speed In writing,
and without worklne; the rs

faster, by the employment of an
easy expedient fre to nil and available
alike to penmen and to typewriter op-

erators. I eucsest that tho sign which
is easily scripted and Is found on every
typewriter keyboard, be used henceforth
not only In connection with figures to
Indicate fractions, as T1C, but also to
represent the word "the."

It can also be used to represent the
first three tetters In such frequently used
words as theatre, theatrical, thee, their,
them, then, theory, theoretical, there,
three, they, Ac.

As the does not represent a sound,
as does the t or e, and therefore can
never coalesce phonetically with any al-

phabetical character either preceding or
following, tho mark requires no separ-
ating ipace. Examples of use:

When, Incours of human vent. It
becomes necessary .'or one people to
dlsaolvepotlllcal bond which have
connectedm with another, and to e,

among power of erth,eparftt
and equal alatlcm to whichlaws of
nature and of nature's Oo.l entitle m.
u decent reipect fnroplnlona of man-
kind require thnty should declare
cauaea which Impel in to separation.

In above extract fromDeclaration of
Independencu H thnwn an application
ofnew principle In time ami labor sav-
ing. I Invitenumerous letter writers
ofclty of New York and vicinity to
usedevice Inlr correspondence and to
reportresults toHuN, atsame time
glvlnglr estimates oftlmey gain and
ofincreased ppeed whlchy attain.

C, T. Hamilton.
New Touk, April 25.

Progress ot the Domestic Arts on Hat
Ornamentation.

To the EntToa or Tun Sun Sir: Re-
cently I paw a novel hat ornament, a
glided (or is it gilt?) chicken foot,
sevvfd on, upright, to the crown of a pic-
ture hat : no other trimming,

Much things as chicken wings, heads
and tails we have long known as hat
ornament. Now It's the feet. And I
have It on good authority that next
season It will bo drumsticks, chicken
livers nnd second Joints.

All right, let 'em come; we'll wear
'cm. Ve'll wear anything In style.

O. U. Fee mail.
New Yornf, April 25.

The Street Cries of New York.
To thb Editob oy The Su.v Sir:

Among the street cries of New York, "I
cash clothes" and "Rags and bnttlra," I
bellnve, have always been In the lead.
When living in Harlem Borne fifteen
years ago I counted twenty-tw- o ttrret
hawkers of all kinds passing my window
between a A. M. and 4:30 I. M, The
locality in thoso day was otherwise
quiet. Lyman H. Low.

New Rochillb, April it.

THE TRIP TO PALESTINE.

An Authoritative Explanation of the
Parpose of tie Connlsslon.

To thb Editor of Tub Sun Sir: The
editorial artlcl In Tub Bum of April 22
relative to the Red Crosa Commission
to Palestine auggeats the need of ex-

planation. Possibly Insufficient Informa-
tion was given aa to the purposes ot the
commission. Tho editorial article com.
rr.ented on the investigatory side of
the commission' work, auggestlng that
probably this waa a laborious method
of appraising the need of Palestine.
The history of the commission is as
follows :

The commission, composed of fifty-sev- en

people, left about a month ago for
Palestine via Cape Town! Dr. Flnley I

sailing Immediately to head the com
mission, going directly to Palestine via
England, expecting to reach there about
the same time aa the main portion of
the commission.

The commission la composed almost
entirely of doctor and aoclal workers.
Several business men are also Included.
It sailed under the direction of Dr.
Ward, who, aa your article points out,
was professor of surgery In the Ameri-
can University at Beirut, Syria. Dr.
Ward ha recently been In thla coun-
try, and the appointment of the' com-

mission followed very extensive series
ot conference between him and the Red
Cross officials In Waahlngton. He came
back to America by way of England
and discussed th entire matter there
with the British authorities, and, fol.
lowing this, Interested the war council
In undertaking thla work.

It Is the Intention of th commission
to undertake actual relief work in Pal-
estine, doing everything it can to alle-vta- to

the conditions there, and, In addi-
tion to lbs practical Work, to educate
tho poopie of Palestine through example
to more modern nurgtcal and medical
methods and sanitation. The commis-
sion will, ot course, observe condition
whllo conducting Its work there and
will outline to the war council a plan
for Its continuing ta4c. It Is expected
that a large part ot the personnel will
remain In Palestine for a considerable
period.

The ship on which the commission
sailed carried S00 tons of freight, con-
sisting of the equipment necessary to
give a start to the work. Another ship
la being loaded at the present time to
supply th efommtsslon with additional
material. Rio Cross.

Washington, D. C April 25.

RAILROAD EQUIPMENT.

Dangers Involved In Delaying Orders
for Boiling Stock.

To tub EoiTort or Thb Sun Bir: I
was Intensely Interested in the leading
editorial article In Thb Bun of April
23, headed "Cars to Haul Coal."

It seems to me that the warning note
you sound should be heard alt over the
country. Those who are familiar with
the coal situation know that the whole
trouble ha been du to lack of equip-
ment, and there la no doubt but what
the cause) for this lack of equipment
are fully understood.

In spite of all the lesson which
should have been learned from past
experience In the shipbuilding, aero
plane and other Government depart-
ments, I believe that the railroad ad
ministration Is travelling along the same
road to delay In the furnishing of
equtpment which will cause untold pri
vation and misery during the coming
winter.

I am credibly informed that the rail
road administration has held up the
purchase of any cars or locomotives
until standard specification and de
signs of the. same ran be got out, and
that instead of going ahead and pur
chasing equipment of any of the well
known, well tried and moat largely used
types, and getting the cars of coal run
nlncr from the mines during the time
whtn this can best be done, precious
Mme Is being wasted until these plans
and specifications are Issued.

I understand that In one of the pro
posed standard types of locomotives the
height of the locomotive Is so great that
It would not clear In the Hoosac Tun
nel, and It Is also my undemanding
that when theso locomotives are deliv
ered. If they fall to meet local condl
Hons over the lines on which they will
have to run, changes In tbe locomotive
will be made after delivery.

I believe that this delay will have
tho same evil effects next winter that
the delay In choosing the best known
aeroplane motor and the best known
machine gun has had on our prepared
nor for battle with the Germans. It
seems to me that this 1 no time to
experiment and design new types, when
well known and tried types can be had
Immediately. A. E. C.

Tnor, April 25.

The Sentiment Is Admirable.
To the nruTon or Thb Sun Sir; How

Is this one?
To beat the Hun,
The eon of a gun.
We must and will
Give our Liberty mun.

Jamaica, L. I., April 25. G. M. M.

Foetle Mcsiago to Wiluelm.
To the Enrroit or Thb Sun Sir:

llond boom,
Kaiser"' doom.

New Yoi:k, April 25. Don.

Take Your Choice.
To thb EuiTon op The Sun Sir: How

Is this ono:
A bomb or a bond In your horn?
Perth Ambot, N, J., April 25. J. II.

A Quotation Improperly Credited to
the Soldiers' Paper.

To thb Editob or thb Sun Sir: The
communication signed "F." on the edl
tortal page of Thb Sun of April 23 en-

titled "The National Guurd In Its Re
lation to the National Service" is as
unfortunate In Its quotation a It la un
true, and tends to antagonise different
brandies of the United Btates service.

The communication states that the
Oai Attack, called the official paper of
the Twenty-sevent- h Division, now at
Camp Wadjworth, Spartanburg, 8, C,
says:

On hrs It whispered though not
printed even In th smallest print that.
In Hie Judgment of Inspectors, th New
York National Ouard troop at Spartan-
burg ar not, after alx months training,
aa far along toward being dependable sol.
dlsra as th National Army troops (alio
from New York) at Yaphank, Ac,

The Oaa Attack said no such thing.
The editors quoted from Life the arti-
cle, of which tho first paragraph Is given
above, and sharply criticised It See
Qa Attack tor April C.

Truman 11. Baldwin.
New York, April 25.

An Illinois Musical Note,
from fs llllnM Slots Journal,

Following thla number he will play a
violin olo with a aavtnty pound Kngllsh
bulldog strappad t th arm that carries

v , w - -
V x -

THE BRITISH HOSPITALS IN NORTHERN
FRANCE ESCAPE THE DRIVE.

Need of Medical Report rments

British hospitals on the Somme had
a critical week from April 1 to the 8th,

but fortunately the German drive waa
stopped before the hilts on which the
admirably planned buildings for the
sick and wounded are situated. It was
a wise forethought to place the differ-

ent pavilions and casualty clearing
station on high ground well defended
by fortifications. For a few days the
whole system of hospitals was threat-
ened, but it now appears that the Ger-

man tide was rolled back In time and
spent Itself against fold behind fold of
hills concealing trenches and cannon.
According to details now published by
the Ministry of National Service the
transport and care of wounded were
carried on In this region with wonder-
ful promptitude and method; some of
the men, after having their wounds
dressed, arrived at Charing Cross on
the same day as the battle. The result
is said to be due to the businesslike or
ganization and medical skill for which
these particular hospitals are noted.

In order to maintain this efficiency
more medical men ore needed. Under
modern conditions of battle an army
Is not In a position to lose ground,
oven a few mlleswlthout some loss of
men and material. Events in France
during this week of April have led
again to a shortage of medical men
with the army-- for. it stands to reason
that In any toll of prisoners taken
from its field forces a certain percent-
age will represent the medical per
sonnel. And that percentage must
often be a high ono, as in the cone of
the clearing stations mobility cannot
be considered as a factor, whllo fur
ther forward, near the battle lines, the
duty of the medical man keeps him be-

side the wounded who cannot make
good their retreat. It 1 not yet
known for certain how many medical
men are missing; the number is prob
ably not large, but even n small loss
of these officers is a matter or im-
portance owing to conditions brought
about directly by the war. It is on
this account that the London papers
have called attention to the possibility
of a shortage of surgeons. Such a
shortagei oven if temporary, must be
met promptly, as tho present time is
one favorable to military engage- -

THE Y. M. C. A. NEEDS MEN.

Activities Call for Good
Worker.

To the Editor or The Run Blr; At-

tached Is an extract from a letter re
ceived to-d- from a Y. M. C. A. worker
In Paris. Its publication should help
along the good work the Y. M. C. A. la
doing. It needs men, and lots ot them.
and not necessarily young men.

W. M. Wtbuen.
New York, April 2E.

From a T. V. C. A. worker in franc.
"If you can Influence any one toward

Investigating the nature of the work over
here, go to it.

"We need men, good red blooded men.
over here by the hundreds, and there are
plenty of places they can help without
feeling that religion has anything to do
with It; of course they must be men who
will not disgrace the organization, but
fewer handle the religious end than any
other headquarters,

"Men understand the situation better
now than they did and any reasonably
ciean man can be put to good use, and
the more brains, ability and Initiative he
has the better.

"Tho work here I more largely mili-
tary In Its nature than I had dreamed
and well worth while for any good man."

RISTORI AND BOOTH.
They Appeared Together In Only One

Performance.
To the Editoh or Tub Sun Bir: In

the w.ir news ithe other day was an
item from Italy which read: "The Aus-tria-

have melted for ammunition the
statue erected In memory of an actress,
Adelaide IM'torl, who once played in
America with Edwin Booth."

Rlstorl made her first appearance In
New York In September, 186f, at the
Theatre Francalse, which occupied the
site where the present Fourteenth Street
Theatre stands. Her triumph waa th
noted event of the at&ge In thoae day,
being the moat artistic und financial
success known In the theatre. During
the following years sho made many vis.
Its to this country, and on May 7, 1SS5,
appeared with Edwin U00U1 at the
Academy of Muitlc In "Macbeth," at
what wan advertised a her "farewell
appearance" In America. This was the
only tlmo fUstori and Hooth appeared
together. The critics of those days were
not enamored ot the performance, "He-gard-

as a whole," nald ono, "thla lat-
est representation of 'Macbeth' could
only be appreciated by admirers of a
past school of acting. To modern ears
it was mnrely rant and words." Rlstorl
nt this time waa 63 years of age and
Uoolli wm In his flity-ccon- d year.
While this performance waa announced
as positively the last, she followed the
fashion of those days and Rave another
"farewell" at tho ThalU Theatre In the
Uowery.

Hlstorl's greatest Impersonations
were Medea In the Franco-Italia- n trag-
edy of that name, and Latly Macbeth.
At the height ot her career an eminent
dramatic writer in speaking of her said ;

"if the tragic muao were to bo depicted
with the features of a living artist, tt
Is those of Adelaide Illstorl which she
would assume."

To the Italian peoplo she was looked
upon almost aa a saint, and tho monu.
ment which la reported destroyed waa
erected by her countrymen and women
at her birthplace, a small town near
Venice, as a token of their lovn and ven-
eration for ono of their greatest artists.

CHARLES lll.'IlNIIAU.
New York, April 25.

On th Trail In th Osarks.
OatUni eorrreponlenc Clarlartlla ZJnsocref.

Chicken tlilevr are plentiful In thla
community. One of thara wore Kngllsh
toed shoes.

Busy l'atliota.
Within our modest llttl town

Two patriot abide,
And one la Jinks and one la Frown,

And both ar tru and tried,

Urnnn weigh each world svsnt and fact
With aerlous Intent,

Deciding Just how he would act
It he were President.

Jinks ecana li la small affairs anew,
While earnestly he thinks

Just what th President would do
If ha were Mr, Jinks,

MnUwnsiiaen Wiuom.

Enpluslied by Recent Experience.

ments, with the Inevitable dtmarrtaupon the medical service
The situation ts summed up In a let.ter issued by the Ministry of National

Service stating that the number of
civilian medical men now available Is.

mall, and In many directions that
number hoa been found Insufficient fo-t-

needs of the home population. Oni
sentence from the letter gives a goo
general Idea of the campaign for mcdl.
cal reinforcements which must h.. . .1. . - , . .
tuncii srum miw vinas ot oiacr tUt nc- -
tive physicians In the cities and towns
This reserve, Including men up to sj
years of age, has not been tapped no
far, as it was needed for home work.
"We are aware," rune the appeal, "that
the number of men In these claases
who can be available is small, and m
know that In many areas the number
ot civilian practitioners has been re-

duced to a level which has caused
anxiety to medical authorities; but tht
situation which has to bo faced Is serl.
ous, and we are confident that the vol.
untary spirit of medical men will fare
It. Every one of.them who responds
Immediately will be performing an an
of practical patriotism."

Thla statement brings up the quca.
tlon of medical personnel for all th
Allied armies in France, and throws,
an entirely new light on the genera
medical situation. Tho tfuth may !

expressed In a nutshell. It battles on
tho scale of the last occur serml
times during the summer a shortage
vital to the success of the troops will
arise. In fact there are not enourh
doctors and hospital beds at riresenf,
and it is perfectly obvious that the
number must be Increased In the near
future. Such things cannot be left to
chance, or the work of treating u
wounded will be performed In an u
satisfactory, haphazard and partial
manner. If another succession of bat.
ties takes place the medical service
will be forced to start on Its kmit
work handicapped In organization an.',

training and faced In many areas and
fields with the prospect of a "part
time" surgeon who will be regarded
by his soldier patients as another kind

of amateur doctor. In France and
England the medical profession Is now

being circularized on the subject, and

it Is hoped that the gaps in personnt:
will speedily be filled up with exper-
ienced, well trained surgeons. B.

BOOK SPOILERS.

What Is Adequate Punishment (or

the Mawgin Defacert
To thb Editor of Thb Sun 8; Nv

to Kaiser BUI the highwayman r.l

his gang the most despicable object on

earth are those who write marrirti)
notes on books that they do not on:
Their principal fields of desecration arc

the public llbrarie. wherein Ihey wa'-lo-

A few days ago I saw an Inte-

llectual looking Idiot In the genera!

reading room ot the Fifth Avenue l.i

brary savagely engrossing with a tt
pencil the margins of pages of a re

cently laauad book. Judging from '.:

fresh appearance.
1 confess my lack of the quality 1!

good citizenship in my failure to repcr
him to an attendant, which would hate
entailed Ignomtnous expulsion, or, be-

tter still, hts arrest and punishment fer

the violation of a clearly defined tunstt
k t n ut II 1 A I ...... n. . t. , a

such public property. R
Such notes are usual!)- - written l.i

dissent from the presentations of thi

authors of the books, and for th

guidance of succeeding readers, ho it

Is assumed require further eiposltlor.
and In the blind confidence that tht

chlrography I legible, which Is a raft
Instance,

Viewing recently th vaporlr.gs of 1

of these asses, in a paragraph of tent-tw- o

words six were unreadable after

strong effort at the task, th conteit
furnishing no clue to the nivalery of tte
ravings'.

I hav never seen In theeo noli
of approal, A belter nmsri

would seem to be a communb Jti a-

ddressed to the author throiiKl, h's po-

lishers, or to write a dls;iu'An: wori

so comprehensible and Impeccable that

publisher would engage In violent
for the privilege and profit of

Issuance. The custom complained if.

aside from violation of law. Is an Ir.sj'.t

to succeeding readers, who may ente-

rtain contrary views to the anthers of

the books without offensive projection

Into subjects to whl:h they have not

given as prolonged thought.
New York, April 2&. DirrxrT.

TRADE BRIEFS.

Onsul E. Vern Rlcliar.lejn rfporti Iron

the Monclon, New Urunawlck, conn"
district that there la nt present i u-

nusually larg demand for mri !"u'
Moncton Is a centre for the proljftwntf
ms.pl product and It Is estlnt.tir.1 tn

00,000 trass have bean tapped th fii.i.
Th total yield 1 valued at about I10.0W

Nw tariff regulation In Nitarsf j pe-

rmit th tree entry of amplita wnlcn "
of small commercial rilut or Mch '
not salable. Commercial samples t

value not exceeding IS.flon mar ,:
mlttcd without payment of du r
bond for twice the amount of Ids i1.it'.''

conditional upon reexportation stuhln
month.

Thsr Is a market In Spain for Ms-f-

tackle and pope. A Us! of dfa In th"'
aupplte can b obtained at the JJurem

and Domeatli: Cummer' e, 73 Cy
torn House, this city, by rsferen.-- f 'o I" '
No. O043.1.

In 1011 xport from the riu.l??!""
wet vslued at 103.051,307 on.l tHs lur"';'
at 185,700.828. There were "l'"l w
000 tun of copra and 45,0 ''
nut oil. Trad conditions tro'l '
spits Increased transportation dttlli nl'.l"

Dutch Ilornao presents a f" ' mf'1
for carpenters' tool of good nut 'n,J
nom- - In us do not give M '' 'ox T"'
implement In demand are a.lie- -

plane, saw, aijuarea and 'le""'
market for grindstone ami '"enlng devices might also bi -- " r !

A mill capable of grinding I '""
of sugar can dally Is to bo "'" 1

the Dominican Itepubilc Th nil "
and equipment will b pur tinsel 'n I""
country, and dealer lnterest-- 1 m "' "'
orders for theae supplies flrnu I ,""m' '
eat with the Ilureau of I'on ' ' ''
mestlo Commerce, Custom "
York, and refer to Kile No. IW.07

American manufacturers if mft,'r'''
suitable for making condense! f"'
orated milk are asked to co.r.ro -- -'

with a Hrm In th West Ind.e

Louisiana's Patriotic Itnl ItlnK
Tram III IM 7'rn.i 7i""

Hven the Ilta nna ret I "

Joined the rsnka of tin r"""" " ' ' '

' 'elnu out in the rnrly mornlnn
Work! Workl Wrk"' tnd. . h 11

they ar right about It. That
to a your part to help win '" '

your lasy self out ot bed WUinei tat"
mornings and make garden.


